Holy Presence Catholic Community
Morning Prayer, May 18

Opening and Invitation

As a new day comes, O God, open our hearts and minds to your love,
your presence, and your grace. We begin in the name of God who is
our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. Amen.

“Do not be afraid, for | know that you are looking for Jesus, who was
crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the
place where he lay.  matthew 28:5

Lord, open our lips. And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Psalm 95: 1-8

Come let us sing for joy to God

Let’s shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation.

Let’s come before God’s presence with a song of thanksgiving.

Let’s shout joyfully with psalms and instruments.

For ours is a great God, and a great Ruler above all gods.

In God’s hand are the caverns of the earth, and also the heights of the
hills.

God created the sea and has molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, and kneel before God our
Creator.

For we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand.
Oh, that today you would hearken to God'’s voice!

Glory be to God, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end. Amen.



Words of Confession

Each morning we are graced with a new day, a new beginning. Let us
claim this day.

Loving God, you have created us, know us, and claim us as your own.
We ask for your forgiveness and grace for all of the times that we have
strayed from your path. We ask for the courage to face our errors and
willingness to amend our ways, so that we may rest in the peace that
only you can give and be your light in this world. Give us the power to
love as you love, and to forgive as you forgive.

Assurance
Scripture tells us “If we say, we are without sin, we deceive ourselves
and the truth is not in us. If we acknowledge our sin, God is faithful and
just and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from every wrong doing.”
Accept this truth and continue to walk in the path of love, light, and
peace. You are a new creation.

The Word of God
Psalm 11

In God | take refuge. How can you say to me, “Flee like a bird to your
mountains! For behold, the wicked are bending their bows as they fit
their arrows to the string so that from the shadows they can shoot at
those who are upright. If the foundations are destroyed, what can be
done by those who are righteous?”

God is in this holy temple; whose throne is in heaven. God’s eyes are
fixed on the world and examines everyone. God tests the upright and
the wicked; and detests the lover of violence. Upon the wicked God will
rain down fiery coals and brimstone; a scorching wind will be their
allotted portion.

For God is just and loves righteous deeds; the upright will behold
God’s face.



Acts 28:16-20, 30-31

When he entered Rome, Paul was allowed to live by himself, with the
soldier who was guarding him.

Three days later he called together the leaders of the Jews. When
they had gathered he said to them, "My sisters and brothers, although |
had done nothing against our people or our ancestral customs, | was
handed over to the Romans as a prisoner from Jerusalem. After trying
my case the Romans wanted to release me, because they found nothing
against me deserving the death penalty. But when the Jews objected, |
was obliged to appeal to Caesar, even though | had no accusation to
make against my own nation. This is the reason, then, | have requested
to see you and to speak with you, for it is on account of the hope of
Israel that | wear these chains."

He remained for two full years in his lodgings. He received all who
came to him, and with complete assurance and without hindrance he
proclaimed the Kindom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.

John 21:20-25

Peter turned and saw the disciple following whom Jesus loved,
the one who had also reclined upon his chest during the supper and
had said, "Master, who is the one who will betray you?" When Peter
saw him, he said to Jesus, "Lord, what about him?" Jesus said to him,
"What if | want him to remain until | come? What concern is it of
yours? You follow me." So the word spread among the brothers that
that disciple would not die.

But Jesus had not told him that he would not die, just "What if | want
him to remain until | come? What concern is it of yours?"
It is this disciple who testifies to these things and has written them, and
we know that his testimony is true. There are also many other things
that Jesus did, but if these were to be described individually, | do not
think the whole world would contain the books that would be written.

The Word of God. Thanks be to God.



Creed

We believe in God, who places joy in our souls, dancing in our toes
and songs in our hearts. We believe God wanted gladness to flow like a
river, and so created a bountiful earth with plenty for all to share.

We believe in Jesus, who turned water into wine, celebrated with
outcasts and sinners, and touched the broken so that they could leap
and dance. We believe that Jesus opened the doors and set an extra
place so we could feast.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, who prompts us to smile; who sends us
invitations to come and dine; who nudges us to openness and
tenderness.

We believe the Spirit is present every time we gather to break bread
and is urging us to live joyfully and walk hopefully. Forever, we will live
in the embrace of God, and be a witness to resurrection joy. Amen.

Prayers

Our Mother and Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.

Your kindom come, Your will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread and

Forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us.

Lead us away from temptation and deliver us from evil.

For Yours is the kindom, the power and the glory, now and forever.
Amen.

Prayer for the Departed: Everlasting God, we have all lost a loved one
and there is a small whole in our hearts when we cannot see them in
person. Please remind us how everlasting Love is. Help us to



remember there are no boundaries which it cannot cross so we may
continue to feel our loved ones who have joined you in paradise.

Prayer for Truth: Jesus, you are the way, the truth and the light. Help
us this day to keep this knowledge foremost in our thoughts. Guide all
of your people to treasure the truth. Where we are afraid of it, give us
courage. Where people are persecuted for it, give them strength to
continue. Where we are unsure of what your truth is, fill us with your
Wisdom.

Prayer for Peace: God of peace, our world is becoming more
combative, more unequal, more frightening. We ask that you spread
your peace throughout your peoples’ hearts. Help us to discover ways
to turn our swords into plowshares and our fear into love. And, help us
to teach these ways to others and bring peace to this world.

Prayer for Those in Need: God, you have blessed this creation with
abundance, yet some of our brothers and sisters find themselves in
need of food, shelter, medical care - - basic human needs. Teach us
ways to share the blessings we have been given, no matter how small.
For as we treat one another, we treat you.

Canticle of Simeon

Lord, now you let your servant go in peace; your word has been
fulfilled: my own eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared
in the sight of every people: a light to reveal you to the nations and the
glory of your people Israel.

Glory be to God, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end. Amen.



Prayer of Thanksgiving

Light of the world, we come to you with so much to be grateful for....
Grateful for your sustaining grace, mercy, and tenderness. Grateful for a
relationship with you that brings light and hope to our lives and the
lives of others. Grateful, too, for your unending presence in our lives.

We are grateful for the creation that surrounds and sustains us. The
beauty of your trees and flowers, of your seas and mountains. The joy
in your creatures — great and small. The wonder of space, the stars; the
moon and sun which light our path.

Thank you for the gifts we have been given, the ability to learn and
grow in wisdom each day and to deepen our relationship with you; the
ability to see your face in every person we meet; the ability to love and
be loved, to forgive and to be forgiven.

Thank you God for your everlasting love, for Jesus who makes us a
new creation, and for filling our hearts with your Holy Spirit. Amen.

Benediction

God will keep you from all harm— God will watch over your life; your
coming and going, both now and forevermore. Psalm 121:7-8

Thanks be to God.

In the name of our God who is our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier.
Amen.



