
Holy Presence Catholic Community 
Morning Prayer, May 23 

 
Opening and Invitation 

 
As a new day comes, O God, open our hearts and minds to your love, 
your presence, and your grace.  We begin in the name of God who is 
our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier.  Amen. 
 
“We are Parthians, Medes, and Elamites, inhabitants of Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 
and the districts of Libya near Cyrene, as well as travelers from Rome, 
both Jews and converts to Judaism, Cretans and Arabs, yet we hear 
them speaking in our own tongues of the mighty acts of God."     Acts 2 
 
Lord, open our lips. And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Psalm 100 
Acclaim God with joy, all the earth.   
Serve God with gladness.   
Enter into God’s presence with a joyful song.   
Know that our Creator is God.   
God made us and we belong to God.   
Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving and the courts with praise.   
Give thanks to God.  Bless God’s Name.   
God is good with steadfast love which endures forever.   
God is faithful to all generations. 
 
Glory be to God, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be.  World without end. Amen 
 
 
 



Words of Confession 
 
Each morning we are graced with a new day, a new beginning.  Let us 
claim this day. 
 
Loving God,  you have created us, know us, and claim us as your own.  
We ask for your forgiveness and grace for all of the times that we have 
strayed from your path.  We ask for the courage to face our errors and 
willingness to amend our ways, so that we may rest in the peace that 
only you can give and be your light in this world. Give us the power to 
love as you love,  and to forgive as you forgive.  
 

Assurance 
Scripture tells us  “If we say, we are without sin, we deceive ourselves 
and the truth is not in us.  If we acknowledge our sin, God is faithful and 
just and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from every wrong doing.”  
Accept this truth and continue to walk in the path of love, light, and 
peace.  You are a new creation.  
 

The Word of God 
Psalm 149 
     Praise the Lord.  Sing to God a new song, and praise in the 
assembly the faithful people. Let Israel rejoice in their Maker;  let the 
people of Zion be glad in their Creator.  Let them praise God’s name 
with dancing and make music with timbrel and harp. 
     For God takes delight in all people; the humble are crowned with 
victory.  Let God’s faithful people rejoice in this honor and sing for joy 
on their beds.  May the praise of God be in their mouths and a double-
edged sword in their hands, to inflict vengeance on the nations and 
punishment on the peoples, to bind their kings with fetters, their nobles 
with shackles of iron, to carry out the sentence written against them— 
this is the glory of all God’s faithful people.  Praise God. 
 



James 5:1-6 
     Come now, you rich, weep and wail over your impending miseries. 
Your wealth has rotted away, your clothes have become moth-eaten, 
your gold and silver have corroded, and that corrosion will be a 
testimony against you; it will devour your flesh like a fire. 
     You have stored up treasure for the last days.  Behold, the wages you 
withheld from the workers who harvested your fields are crying aloud; 
and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the God of 
hosts. 
     You have lived on earth in luxury and pleasure; you have fattened 
your hearts for the day of slaughter.  You have condemned; you have 
murdered the righteous one; he offers you no resistance. 
 
Mark 9:41-50 
     Jesus said to his disciples: "Anyone who gives you a cup of water to 
drink because you belong to Christ, amen, I say to you, will surely not 
lose their reward. 
     "Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, 
it would be better for them if a great millstone were put around their 
neck and they were thrown into the sea.  If your hand causes you to sin, 
cut it off.  It is better for you to enter into life maimed than with two 
hands to go into Gehenna, into the unquenchable fire.  And if your foot 
causes you to sin, cut if off.  It is better for you to enter into life crippled 
than with two feet to be thrown into Gehenna.  And if your eye causes 
you to sin, pluck it out. Better for you to enter into the Kindom of God 
with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into Gehenna, where 
their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched. 
     "Everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good, but if salt becomes 
insipid, with what will you restore its flavor?  Keep salt in yourselves and 
you will have peace with one another." 

The Word of God.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 



Creed 
 

     We believe in God, who places joy in our souls, dancing in our toes 
and songs in our hearts.  We believe God wanted gladness to flow like a 
river, and so created a bountiful earth with plenty for all to share.   
     We believe in Jesus, who turned water into wine, celebrated with 
outcasts and sinners, and touched the broken so that they could leap 
and dance. We believe that Jesus opened the doors and set an extra 
place so we could feast.  
     We believe in the Holy Spirit, who prompts us to smile; who sends us 
invitations to come and dine; who nudges us to openness and 
tenderness.  
     We believe the Spirit is present every time we gather to break bread 
and is urging us to live joyfully and walk hopefully.  Forever, we will live 
in the embrace of God, and be a witness to resurrection joy.  Amen. 
 

Prayers 
 

Our Mother and Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, Your will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and 
Forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us away from temptation and deliver us from evil. 
For Yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer for Hope:  O God, you are always with us.  During times when 
trouble seems our only view, when grief overwhelms us, when we feel 
alone and unworthy,  fill our hearts, minds, and spirit with hope to see 
us through these times.  We also pray, O God, to be a vessel of hope for 



all those who cannot seem to find it within themselves and to be a 
beacon throughout our day. 
 
Prayer for Acceptance:  God, sometimes our world is so chaotic and 
filled with injustice,  we forget who we are - - beloved children of You.  
We hear that we are not enough, that we are broken and you are 
disappointed in us.  Remind us this day to accept the truth of who we 
are – perfectly imperfect, created by you and loved by you just as we 
are - a holy presence.  And God, give us the grace and the gift to share 
that truth with others. 
 
Prayer for Courts of Justice:  God of freedom and justice, we ask for 
your influence on our Courts.  May they seek only truth and justice for 
all.  While political power is pulling and popular opinion is pushing, help 
these workers of justice stand firm, make right decisions, and hold onto 
the truth that justice is meant for all. Be they jurors, lawyers, judges let 
truth be their focus and justice their goal. 
 
Prayer for our Community:  Loving God, you have gathered us into 
communities to support one another, to laugh with one another, to 
teach one another, and yes, to pray together.  We ask for your 
continued blessing upon our community.  Keep us strong in faith, loving 
in nature, and welcoming to all who walk through our doors – or on our 
computer screens.  May our praise and glory be always directed at You. 
 
 

Canticle of Judith 
 

   I will sing a new song to my God, for you are great and glorious, truly 
strong and invincible. May your whole creation serve you, for you spoke 
and all things came to be.  You sent forth your Spirit and they were 
formed, for no one can resist your voice. 



     Mountains and seas are stirred to their depths; at your presence 
rocks shall melt like wax. But to those who love you, you continue to 
show mercy.  No sacrifice, however fragrant, can please you, but 
whoever loves shall stand in your sight for ever. 
 
Glory be to God, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

     Light of the world, we come to you with so much to be grateful for…. 
Grateful for your sustaining grace, mercy, and tenderness. Grateful for a 
relationship with you that brings light and hope to our lives and the 
lives of others.  Grateful, too, for your unending presence in our lives. 
     We are grateful for the creation that surrounds and sustains us.  The 
beauty of your trees and flowers, of your seas and mountains.  The joy 
in your creatures – great and small.  The wonder of space, the stars;  the 
moon and sun which light our path. 
       Thank you for the gifts we have been given, the ability to learn and 
grow in wisdom each day and to deepen our relationship with you; the 
ability to see your face in every person we meet; the ability to love and 
be loved, to forgive and to be forgiven. 
     Thank you God for your everlasting love, for Jesus who makes us a 
new creation, and for filling our hearts with your Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
Benediction 

 
Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks, 
for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.      1 Thessalonians 5:16-17 

 
Thanks be to God. 
In the name of our God who is our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. 
Amen. 


