Holy Presence Catholic Community
Morning Prayer, May 31

Opening and Invitation

As a new day comes, O God, open our hearts and minds to your love,
your presence, and your grace. We begin in the name of God who is
our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. Amen.

“We are Parthians, Medes, and Elamites, inhabitants of Mesopotamia,
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt
and the districts of Libya near Cyrene, as well as travelers from Rome,
both Jews and converts to Judaism, Cretans and Arabs, yet we hear
them speaking in our own tongues of the mighty acts of God."  Acts2

Lord, open our lips. And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Psalm 100

Acclaim God with joy, all the earth.

Serve God with gladness.

Enter into God’s presence with a joyful song.

Know that our Creator is God.

God made us and we belong to God.

Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving and the courts with praise.
Give thanks to God. Bless God’s Name.

God is good with steadfast love which endures forever.

God is faithful to all generations.

Glory be to God, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end. Amen.



Words of Confession

Each morning we are graced with a new day, a new beginning. Let us
claim this day.

Loving God, you have created us, know us, and claim us as your own.
We ask for your forgiveness and grace for all of the times that we have
strayed from your path. We ask for the courage to face our errors and
willingness to amend our ways, so that we may rest in the peace that
only you can give and be your light in this world. Give us the power to
love as you love, and to forgive as you forgive.

Assurance
Scripture tells us “If we say, we are without sin, we deceive ourselves
and the truth is not in us. If we acknowledge our sin, God is faithful and
just and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from every wrong doing.”
Accept this truth and continue to walk in the path of love, light, and
peace. You are a new creation.

The Word of God

Psalm 119:1-8

Blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk in accord with
the law of God. Blessed are those who observe God'’s statutes and seek
with their whole heart. They do nothing wrong; they walk in God’s
ways. You have ordained that your commands be diligently observed.
May my ways be steadfast in the observance of your decrees. Then |
will never be put to shame when | take note of all your precepts. | will
praise you in sincerity of heart as | ponder your righteous judgments. |
will observe your decrees; do not forsake me completely.

Romans 12:9-16
Brothers and sisters: Let love be sincere; hate what is evil, hold on to
what is good; love one another with mutual affection; anticipate one



another in showing honor. Do not grow slack in zeal, be fervent in
spirit, serve God. Rejoice in hope, endure in affliction, persevere in
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the holy ones, exercise hospitality.
Bless those who persecute you, bless and do not curse them. Rejoice
with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Have the same
regard for one another; do not be haughty but associate with the lowly;
do not be wise in your own estimation.

Luke 1:39-56

Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town of
Judah, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in
her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud
voice and said, “Most blessed are you among women, and blessed is
the fruit of your womb. And how does this happen to me, that the
mother of my God should come to me? For at the moment the sound
of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy.
Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by God
would be fulfilled.”

And Mary said: “My soul proclaims the greatness of God; my spirit
rejoices in God my Savior. God has regarded me with mercy, from this
day all generations will call me blessed: the Almighty One has done
great things for me, and holy is God’s Name.”

The Word of God. Thanks be to God.
Creed

We believe in God, who places joy in our souls, dancing in our toes
and songs in our hearts. We believe God wanted gladness to flow like a
river, and so created a bountiful earth with plenty for all to share.

We believe in Jesus, who turned water into wine, celebrated with
outcasts and sinners, and touched the broken so that they could leap



and dance. We believe that Jesus opened the doors and set an extra
place so we could feast.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, who prompts us to smile; who sends us
invitations to come and dine; who nudges us to openness and
tenderness.

We believe the Spirit is present every time we gather to break bread
and is urging us to live joyfully and walk hopefully. Forever, we will live
in the embrace of God, and be a witness to resurrection joy. Amen.

Prayers

Our Mother and Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come, Your will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread and

Forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us.

Lead us away from temptation and deliver us from evil.

For Yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory, now and forever.
Amen.

Prayer for creation: As we celebrate this day of remembrance of all that
you have created, we give you thanks, O God, for the beauty
surrounding us, for the whisper of your presence in the winds; for the
sparkling of your meteor showers in the sky; for the crashing of the
waves in the sea. Put within our hearts and minds the ways to be good
stewards of all creation. Help us to remember we are co-creators with
you in this world.

Prayer for Leadership: O God, we pray for all of those who are in
leadership positions. May you grant them all discernment, compassion,
and kindness as they lead and make decisions affecting your people.



Sustain them in their work and keep their eyes on your ways of justice,
light, and truth.

Prayer for Guidance: God, as we move through another day, give us the
grace we need to follow your will. May the Spirit of Wisdom be in the
forethought of our minds, so we can go where you would send us, and
do what it is you would have us do. Guide our choices today so they
may be life-affirming, peaceful, and loving.

Prayer for the Human Race: Creator God, you have formed us in our
mother’s womb, counted the hairs on our head, and know our thoughts
before we speak them. Help us to remember that each person we
encounter today is also created by you - - purposefully different from
us, so together we may paint the colorful tapestry of your beauty in a
world that often chooses to fear differences.

Canticle of Judith

| will sing a new song to my God, for you are great and glorious, truly
strong and invincible. May your whole creation serve you, for you spoke
and all things came to be. You sent forth your Spirit and they were
formed, for no one can resist your voice.

Mountains and seas are stirred to their depths; at your presence
rocks shall melt like wax. But to those who love you, you continue to
show mercy. No sacrifice, however fragrant, can please you, but
whoever loves shall stand in your sight for ever.

Glory be to God, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end. Amen.



Prayer of Thanksgiving

Light of the world, we come to you with so much to be grateful for....
Grateful for your sustaining grace, mercy, and tenderness. Grateful for a
relationship with you that brings light and hope to our lives and the
lives of others. Grateful, too, for your unending presence in our lives.

We are grateful for the creation that surrounds and sustains us. The
beauty of your trees and flowers, of your seas and mountains. The joy
in your creatures — great and small. The wonder of space, the stars; the
moon and sun which light our path.

Thank you for the gifts we have been given, the ability to learn and
grow in wisdom each day and to deepen our relationship with you; the
ability to see your face in every person we meet; the ability to love and
be loved, to forgive and to be forgiven.

Thank you God for your everlasting love, for Jesus who makes us a
new creation, and for filling our hearts with your Holy Spirit. Amen.

Benediction

May God bless you and keep you.
May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you;

May God lift up countenance upon you and give you peace.
Numbers 6:24-26

Thanks be to God.

In the name of our God who is our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier.
Amen.



